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Each year, during the 
month of December, 
we get caught up in 
the preparations for 
Christmas.  Decora-

tions are put up.  Shopping for gifts 
takes up much of our time. Sending 
cards baking cookies and other treats 
are also time consuming. 
 
As we do all of these things we seem 
to forget about the Advent Season.  
This is the time when we should pre-
pare spiritually for the coming of Je-

sus.  The prayers and readings at 
Mass are beautiful and meaningful.  
And don’t forget the Advent Wreath.  
Do you display one in your home?  
Do you gather around the wreath to 
pray each night?  This is a wonderful 
tradition that helps us to remember 
the real “Reason for the Season – 
Jesus”. 

Nov. 26-30—
Thanksgiving break 
 
Dec. 1-4—Santa’s Work-
shop 
 
Dec. 3—Choral concert, 
grades 5-8 
 
Dec. 3-6—Journey to 
Christmas (parish) 
 
Dec. 5—Breakfast with 
Santa 
 
Dec. 16—Choral concert, 
grades K-4 
 
Dec. 16—Band concert 
 
Dec. 22—11:30 dismissal, 
faculty meeting 
 
Dec. 23-Jan. 3—
Christmas vacation 
 
Jan. 4—School resumes 
 
Jan. 18—No school, Mar-
tin Luther King day 
 
Jan 19—No school, cleri-
cal day 
 
Jan. 27—Faculty meeting, 
11:30 dismissal 
 
Jan. 31-Feb. 6—Catholic 
Schools Week 
 

Upcoming Events 

PTG News:  Journey to Christmas 
December 3 - 6 
The weather outside is slightly frightful, 
but Christmas is so delightful!  Our 
school is happy to be a part of the Par-
ish’s celebration of the miracle we call 
Christmas.  Many organizations are be-
coming involved, and there are a variety 
of activities we all can choose from to 
help get our hearts ready for the birth of 
Jesus.  None of these events would be 
possible without the help of volunteers.  
Please consider giving a little of your 
time to help make this event a success.  
Contact any of the PTG board members.  
We hope you’ll join us! 

PTG News:  Santa’s Workshop 
Calling Santa’s Elves!  Once again, 
Santa’s Workshop will be open for your 
children to do their 
Christmas shop-
ping.  In addition 
to shopping during 
school, the Work-
shop will also be 
open Saturday during Breakfast with 
Santa.  Please contact a member of the 
PTG if you are able to volunteer a little 
of your time.  Thank you and happy 
shopping! 
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November went so quickly! The children learned about 
All Saints and All Souls days at the beginning of the 
month. They viewed the parish “Books of Life” and we 
created our own Books of Remembrance. Each student 
was invited to contribute a page about family members 
and pets who are now in heaven with Jesus. These pages 
were shared with the class and during our prayer times 
they were remembered. Thoughts about Heaven were 
discussed and shared after the class read the book, What 
is Heaven Like? Each of us has our own idea of what 
Heaven looks like and will be like, and it was interesting 
to hear the thoughts of the children. The children 
learned that our holy book, the Bible, has two main 

parts: the Old Testament (before Je-
sus’ birth) and the New Testament 
(Jesus’ birth and beyond). We read 
many stories during this month from 
both parts of the Bible. David and Go-
liath from the Old Testament was a 

favorite, while the story of the children being with Jesus 
from the New Testament was well liked. 
 
We also remembered to honor our country’s veterans 
and those currently serving in the armed forces for Vet-
erans’ Day. Classroom cards were sent to Luke Jollie’s 
grandfathers, Mrs. McDaniel’s dad, Mr. Wessell, Arielle 
Miller’s uncle and Elsie’s dad, Colonel Trautman. Colo-
nel Trautman came to school on Mon., Nov. 9th in his 
Army dress greens to talk about his job as an 
Army reservist & lawyer. He brought some 
of his gear to show the children and an MRE 
meal. These meals are used by the soldiers 
when in the field and come ready made. The 
children got to sample the food and found it 
wasn’t too bad. Colonel Trautman also 
brought a few souvenirs for the children 
(pencils & key rings). After learning how to salute, the 
kindergarten children saluted Colonel Trautman as a 
“Thank You” for continuing to give to our country as an 
Army reservist. 
 
Everyone enjoyed the Pittsburgh Zoo’s visit. The chil-
dren had an opportunity to learn more about 
a few animals and how they can help their 
planet stay healthy.  We were very glad the 
skunk was calm, that the black-rat snake 
stayed coiled on the handler’s arm and the 
barn owl was awake to check us out. 
 
Mr. H stayed around for the beginning of November. 
We hosted a “hat day” and Mr. H saw lots of different 

hats. The children continued working on his letter 
sound, making words as well as learning about homes, 
habitats and hibernation. Of course Mr. H had everyone 
’Hopping” in and out of the room during his visit. 
 
Mr. B showed up wearing his “beautiful 
buttons” and, with his help, the children 
learned about blowing bubbles, bears, their 
body and buttons. We had a lot of fun 
blowing bubbles on his arrival day. Mr. B 
suggested that the children “bounce” in 
and out, not hop, using the hopscotch mat. 
Whether the children were hopping or 
bouncing coming in & out of the room, they had fun. 
The children also enjoyed Teddy Bear day, sharing their 
bears, getting their picture taken with Mr. B and their 
bear, counting, graphing & eating gummi bears in math 
and watching a bear movie while munching on Teddy 
Grahams with the other kindergarten. One day the chil-
dren checked out their clothing to see how many buttons 
and zippers they had. Most had more buttons than zip-
pers! Since winter will soon be upon us, Mr. B had the 
students make bagel bird feeders to help them out. Our 
room smelled very good that day! 
 
Mr. I, our second Letter light (vowel), arrived mid No-
vember. The children learned about his short vowel 
sound and learned to recognize/spell new words with 
“i”.  Mr. I shared stories about the Native American In-
dians in language and social studies and insects in lan-
guage arts and science.  The children used their inch-
worm stick to measure during math class.  Mrs. 
Kostandinu, who works at a Carnegie library branch, 
spent time with each kindergarten class sharing stories 
and activities about our Native American Indians. Hope-
fully, as the children prepare to celebrate 
Thanksgiving with their family, they will 
know a little more about each group of 
people who began this feast through their 
school activities. 
 
We welcomed Mrs. Denise Nese to kindergarten this 
month. Mrs. Nese will be working with both kindergar-
ten classes and teachers, and everyone is very happy to 
have her help. Thanks to the parents who were extend-
ing extra helping hands during the Fall. We finally did 
the tying of our Project Linus blankets with the help of 
the 8th grade students. Some of the completed blankets 
will be given to the Forest Hills Fire & Police depart-
ments while others will go to places such as Magee hos-
pital. 
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During the month of November we remember our rela-
tives who have died by displaying their pictures on a 
bulletin board.  We pray daily for those souls and the 
ones whose pictures are not present, but their memories 
are in our hearts.  Also in Religion, we learned about 
our feelings and that it doesn’t matter what our feelings 
are because God loves us no matter what. We learned 
about the Bible and we read stories from many different 
versions of the Bible. We learned that the Bible has two 
parts: the Old Testament, which covers stories before 
Jesus was born, and the New Testament about Jesus’ 
life.  During this month we also discussed being thank-
ful for the gifts that God has given us. 
 

We took the time to thank our Veterans for 
the sacrifices they made to help keep our 
country safe. We made Veterans Day cards 
and sent them to 37 different people.  We 
have begun to hear from some of the Veter-

ans who said how much our cards touched them and that 
they had never received anything like that before. 
 
We have filled two buckets already in our 
classroom with our kind acts towards others.  
The children are learning that when you do 
something to help others, you feel better in 
your heart.  The eighth graders have been 
helping us work on our blankets for the 
Linus Project.  The children enjoyed their time with the 
older students and doing something to help others. We 
finished reading our 100 books and Scholastic Book 
Club is sending 100 books to children in need in our 
name.  
 
The kindergarten children have extended their Letter 
People family to include Mr. H and his Happy Hair, Mr. 
B with his Beautiful Buttons and Mr. I with his Impossi-
ble Inches. Mr. H helped us learn about our homes and 
all the different kinds of homes animals have.  We made 
a class book titled A House is a House after a favorite 
book we read.  Mr. H was happy to see his Happy Hair 
growing so well!  Many of the children were even able 

to give their hair (grass) a haircut.           
 
Mr. B helped us learn how some animals 
prepare for the long, cold months ahead.  
We learned about migration, hibernation, 
and how some animals camouflage them-
selves.  We made bagel birdfeeders to 
help our feathered friends. The children 
went on a Backyard hunt to look for the many signs of 
animals and nature close to home. We took advantage of 
the warmer weather in the beginning of the month and 
went outside with Mr. B to blow bubbles!  Mr. B loves 

bears and he helped us learn all about them.  
We had a Teddy Bear Picnic day where each 
child got to bring their favorite bear to 
school and we enjoyed many different bear 
activities. We learned that polar bears stay 
warm in the cold climates by their extra 

layer of fat.  We tried it out by using a ‘polar bear paw’ 
and sticking our hands in ice.  We couldn’t even feel the 
cold!  We made a bear book with all the information we 
learned. The children also learned about bats and saw 
pictures of the bats that migrate to Austin, Texas every 
year. More than 1 million of them nest under the same 
bridge. At the end of Mr. B’s time, the children had fun 
showing off their new knowledge by playing a game 
called Eggbert.    
 

Mr. I came into our room next.  Mr. I 
helped us learn all about the Native 
Americans (he likes to call them Indians) 
and how they helped the Pilgrims that 
First Thanksgiving. We learned how the 
Native Americans used their natural re-
sources for their food, clothes, shelters 

and more.  The children created Indian drums and en-
joyed dancing around the room to Native American mu-
sic.  Mrs. Kostandinu (or Ms. Liz as the children from 
story hour know her) visited our classroom and read 
some books about Native Americans and we did a craft.  
The children learned many new things and we are 
‘thankful’ that Ms. Liz came into school. 

Mark Schunk and Alexandra Schipper celebrated 
birthdays this month. Our Star students for 
November were Mark Schunk and Arielle 
Miller.  Both shared photos, a few favorite 
things and Moonbeam Moose’s adventures 

with their class with the help of their families. As No-
vember came to an end the children took time to say 
what they are thankful for and to Thank God/Jesus in 
prayer for all He has given us. We now will look 
ahead to Advent and Jesus’ birthday. 
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November is a time to give thanks for all of the won-
derful gifts in our lives.   Mrs. Bolsinger is taking time 
to give thanks for all of the terrific children in her life. 
She is grateful to spend her time educating them each 
day.  She is very thankful for her whole class of chil-
dren and their supportive parents! 
 
In Reading, the children will be completing their sec-
ond unit.  Mrs. Bolsinger is so very proud of their 
reading progress and cannot wait to begin the next 
unit.  In unit two the children read many exciting sto-
ries.  Some of our favorites were Jog, Frog, Jog and 

Tadpole to Frog.  After reading Tadpole 
to Frog, we created the life cycle of a 
frog using wiggly eyes and candy pea-
nuts. 
 
 

 
Another favorite story was Sweet Potato Pie.  
The children enjoyed tasting a piece of sweet 
potato pie as a treat for completing the story 
successfully.   

 
Mrs. Bolsinger’s room has been filled with jungles, 
oceans, deserts, savannas, and polar tundra.  The chil-
dren in first grade have been studying habitats in Sci-
ence class.  The children learned that a habitat gives 
the animals and plants everything they need to survive. 
We also learned that some animals couldn’t survive in 
certain habitats because they do not re-
ceive what they need in that habitat.  
After gaining knowledge of habitats, the 
children then created various habitats.  
Mrs. Bolsinger was very impressed with 
their creative ideas and beautiful habi-

We also enjoyed a special visit from Col. Trautman 
(Elise’s dad in 201), who came in and taught the chil-
dren about the army around Veteran’s day. The chil-
dren enjoyed seeing his pictures, trying on parts of his 
uniform and trying some MRE’s (army food).  He also 
brought army book covers, pencils and latches for the 
children.             
 
Mr. I has Impossible Inches be-
cause the inches don’t want to 
work together because they want 
to measure by themselves.  We 
discovered by using our own inches that it takes a very 
long time to measure something without the right 
tools.  When we used rulers, yardsticks, and measuring 
tapes, the job went much faster.  The children learned 
about animals of all sizes from a hummingbird the 
weight of a dime to the blue whale which is bigger 
than any dinosaur!  Mr. I discovered that he is also a 
Letterlight (vowel).  He is helping us learn many new 
words by using his sound.   

We learned all about the first 
Thanksgiving when the Pilgrims 
came to America.  We talked about 
how much the Native Americans 
helped the Pilgrims by teaching 
them how to farm and hunt.  We dressed as Pilgrims 
and Native Americans and celebrated Thanksgiving 
with our friends in Room 201.  We had a wonderful 
party with stories, crafts, games and a special snack.  
We would like to thank all the parents who helped 
plan the party. 
 
Our Star Students of the month were: Lydia Nguyen 
whose mom came to help share her special day, and 
Bailey Muntz whose mother came in to share with her.  
We’ve enjoyed hearing all of Honey’s adventures with 
the Star Students and she is excited she gets to spend 
Thanksgiving with Carly Reitter and her family.  Mi-
chael DeTorre celebrated his 6th birthday on Novem-
ber 18th and Jake Benedum celebrated his birthday on 
November 22nd.  

Lost and Found 
Be sure to check the Lost and Found for any items 
your child may be missing.  We have sweatshirts, tee 
shirts, gloves, lunchboxes, sneakers, etc. on the book-
shelves near the cafeteria. 

 
Also any lost jewelry or money that is 
found is kept in the office.  Please ask 
for it. 
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The first graders are learning and growing more and 
more each day!  We are now into the second quarter of 
school and busy with all of our classes. 
 
In Reading, we will soon be finished with unit 2 and 
look forward to the challenges of beginning a new unit.   
The children are getting much better at writing sen-
tences and putting their ideas together.  It is wonderful 
to see their progress!  Everyone should continue to prac-
tice their handwriting and remember that the more you 
practice the better you will get! 

 
In Math class, we are working on chapter 
3.  In chapter 3 we continue to practice 
skills related to addition and subtraction.   
 

In first grade Social Studies, we are learning about the 
different types of communities and the people who help 
in our communities.   
 
We are all looking forward to the holidays.  As we get 
closer to the Advent and Christmas Season we will be 
doing some special projects.  One very 
special service project we will be doing 
is singing Christmas carols.  The first 
grade class, along with the third graders, 
will be visiting Lincoln Square Assisted 
Living on December 21st.  While we are there we will 
sing, share a treat, and hand out cards and care pack-
ages.  It is a wonderful opportunity for us to spread 
some holiday cheer!  We would like to wish everybody 
a Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New Year! 
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Germinator update!  We have recently filled our 
Kindness Cup for the second time this school 
year!  We have also met another Reading Chal-
lenge Goal in which the Germinators celebrated 
by participating in an extra gym class!  
 
In Religion, we have been discussing making 
promises and the birth of Jesus.  We have also 
been anxiously awaiting our visit from Father Jeff.  
Many of the students were extremely curious about 
Father Jeff, his likes and his dislikes.  All of the stu-
dents prepared a set of questions that they would like 
to ask him.  We can’t wait to get to know him better.  
Students are also anticipating the planning of the mass 
which will take place in late December.   
 
The Social Studies classes have definitely been very 
productive throughout these past few weeks!  Hope-

fully, all of our Flat Stanley’s have been 
mailed and are starting their exciting ad-
ventures. We can’t wait until they come 
back to St. Maurice School so we can 
learn about people and places outside of 
our own neighborhoods.  We are eager to 
find new locations on our map and to re-

ceive information about Stanley’s travel.  We are 
mostly excited about receiving mail and getting a re-
turn letter! 
 
In Language Arts, we have been working on our jour-
nal writing.  We created a sequence story for the crea-

tion of our Halloween Gourds.  Also, we have been 
working on why we are thankful for the family and 
friends we have in our lives.  The students have been 
focusing on capital letters, punctuation, sentence com-
pletion, and spelling.  We have been using dictionaries 
quite frequently during our writing time.   
 
You may have heard about the sec-
ond grade’s latest craze…
CURSIVE WRITING!  All the stu-
dents are excited, anxious, and thrilled to be starting 
cursive!  We have already shared letters that we know 
how to create.  Most of the students have an idea on 
how to write their own name in cursive.  We have 
been practicing different stokes at the chalkboard and 
can’t wait to begin letters!  
 
Star Student update! Our recent star students were 
Jacob Brush, Joseph Burke, and Mitchell Rowles.  All 
three took Gunther and Gertrude to new and exciting 

places.  Jacob’s mom helped us create color-
ful turkey magnets that now decorate our 
classroom lockers.  Joseph’s sister read us a 
funny book and did a few Halloween activi-
ties with us.  Mitchell’s mom shared a favor-
ite story.  All three brought delicious home-

made treats!   
 
Upcoming Events:  **Santa’s Workshop- December 
2nd. **Choral Concert- December 16th. **K-4 Mass 
(Room 204 Planners)- December 21st. 
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As the holidays are quickly approaching, Room 206 is 
very busy and already making great progress in the 
second quarter! 

 
In Math, students are wrapping up the first half of 
chapter 3, Place Value to 100 and money. Students 
have been learning about counting tens 
and ones, number words, organized and 
number lists and greater than, less than 
and equal to. Students will take this por-
tion of the chapter test before Thanksgiv-
ing and after the holiday break will com-
plete the money part of the test! This will be a very 
exciting time in Room 206 as students will have their 
own banks and “earnings” to keep track of and we will 
even end the chapter with our own store! 

 
In Language Arts, students are well into the second 
unit. Recently we have been learning about “ir”, “er”, 
and “ur” words as well as proper nouns and inflected 
endings. Students have been doing wonderfully in 
terms of their writing progress. 

 
A special congratulations to all second 
graders for a wonderful job with this 
years second grade gourd decorating 
contest! All gourds were excellent and 

the three winners were Mark Black, Lizzie Fite and 
Alexander Nese! Job well done!  
 
Students in Room 206 continued with a sequential 
story about creating their gourds. Room 206 is cur-
rently on Unit 10 of their brand new spelling books 
and will soon have 15 words to spell each week in-
stead of 10. Students have enjoyed working on the ac-

tivities in their new books. 
 
In Religion, Room 206 recently was in charge of their 
first mass of the year! All students did 
an excellent job in preparing and being 
a great example for the school. We 
continue working in our regular books 
learning about Jesus the Son and mov-
ing on to the chapter of John the Bap-
tist. During Advent, Miss Cantrell’s class will be 
learning from a special section to concentrate on this 
season in preparation for Christmas. Second Grade 
will also be getting together with their 8th grade bud-
dies before Thanksgiving. Father John is also coming 
to visit with our class very soon after Thanksgiving, so 
we anxiously await that. 
 
The most recent star students were Cameron DePalma, 
Eddie Mahlstedt, Chloe Noah and Isabella Stellitano. 
We have enjoyed all the students’ show and share 
items, their bulletin boards and learning more about 
them. We have also really enjoyed the parent visits! 
Keep up the good work journaling! 

 
Students in grades K-4 were treated with an assembly 
about the zoo and were able to see some 
live, cool animals! A special thanks also 
to all of the parents who volunteered and 
helped with the Halloween party in Room 
206! Thank you all for your time and 
help. 

 
Room 206 is very excited for all of the fun and events 
of the holidays to come! 

 
 

 The first blankets are finally being completed and will 
be ready for delivery as the holiday season begins in 
earnest. Thank you to the students from Student Coun-
cil who stayed after school and helped cut the blan-
kets, the students from 8th grade who helped the kin-
dergarten students tie the fringe, Mrs. Lipchick who 
donated fleece fabric, Mrs. Ozolek who also donated 
fabric, provided us with labels and helped with the de-
livery of some blankets and all of the student body 
who are supporting this service project. 
 

We know that children from newborn babies to teen-
agers will receive a warm blanket hug because the stu-
dents of St. Maurice school chose to be “bucket-
fillers” in this special way. 
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We were busy this month preparing for Christmas.  
We know it is a bit early, but Christmas 
will be here before you know it!  We built a 
gingerbread house for a competition at PPG 
Place.  After the competition, the houses 
are sold to benefit Children’s Hospital.  We 
were very happy to make a house and help 
children at the same time!  We decided to 
name our house “The Christmas Cottage.”  Our house 
will be on display at PPG Place from Light up Night 
through Christmas.  Stop down to see it.  Thank you to 
all who donated candy supplies.  A special thank you 
to Mrs. Korff and Mrs. Robinson for making the 
Royal Icing.  Finally, a special thank you to Owen and 
Mrs. Fink for delivering the house in one piece! 
 
We also have been practicing singing Christmas songs 

for our annual nursing home visit.  
We have even learned a few songs 
in other languages.  We will be vis-

iting our senior friends on December 21st.  More infor-
mation will be sent home at a later date.  Thank you to 
all who have sent in donations for the care packages 
we will be taking with us. 

In Language Arts we have been learning about nouns.  
Boy, are possessive nouns a challenge!  We have also 
been practicing our writing skills this month.  We have 
written paragraphs about ourselves.   
 
In Math we continue to have daily Multi-
plication quizzes.  Keep practicing the facts 
through 12! 
 
We are almost finished reading The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe.  For those who really enjoyed it 
and want to read more about Narnia, check out book 
#3 in the Chronicles of Narnia- The Horse and His 
Boy by C.S. Lewis. 
 
Please continue to bring in your pennies 
for MDA and Newborns in Need.   You 
can also bring in blankets, quilts, or af-
ghans for the premature newborns.  We 
would like to make a delivery to the ba-
bies for Christmas. 
 
Happy holidays to you and your loved ones! 
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In this month’s newsletter, we will tell you about what 
we’ve done in English and Reading. We have learned 
a lot in November. We would love to share some of 
the things we’ve done with you. 
  
In Reading, we have just finished reading the 
story Sarah, Plain and Tall. We listened to a 
tape recording of it to get an idea of what the 
story was about. The story was about a 
woman, from Maine, who goes to live with a 
family in the Plains to see if she would like to 
become their new wife and mother. She grows to love 
the family and decides to stay.  We watched the movie 
version that was produced by Hallmark. 
 
Also, we are preparing for our next book report which 
will be done in December.  We are reading historical 
fiction books, have to dress up as one of the main 
characters, and retell the story from that character’s 
point of view. 
 
 

In English, we have been learning about nouns. We 
learned how to write plural forms of nouns and how to 
write nouns showing possession (possessive nouns). 
We learned a lot of abbreviations, too. 

 
As a service project, we made 
Christmas cards that were sent to 
a group of Military Police sta-
tioned in Iraq.  We brought in 
bags of microwave popcorn and 
sent them with the cards.  Miss T. 
made the arrangements for us to 
do this so Christmas can be a little brighter for these 
soldiers. 

 
We hope you liked what we have told you. We have 
learned a lot in November. We hope you will read our 
next newsletter. 

 
Written by: Shannon Sullivan and Julia Griffin, As-
sisted by: Francesca Eremic-5th Grader, Edited by: 
Miss T., Typed by: Nora Reed-5th Grader 
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We learned a lot in the month of November. We will 
tell you about the lessons we learned in Reading, Eng-
lish, and Religion. We hope you enjoy the newsletter. 
 
Reading was interesting in November. We read a story 
called The Gold Coin by Alma Flor Ada. The 
story was about a man who was a lonely 
thief. He overheard Dona Josefa talking about 
her gold coin. Juan wants the gold coin and 
follows her along the countryside. Along the 
way, he helps many different families with 
farm work to continue his quest and to get to 
Dona Josefa. He changes from a thief into a kind man 
because he has helped others. 
 
In English, we started a chapter on nouns. We learned 
about forming plural nouns (ex.: man-men). Also, we 
learned about possessive nouns, singular and plural, 
and abbreviations like Dr., Mr., and Mrs.  
 
In Religion, we prayed decades of the Ro-
sary and we learned what prayers are said. 
We are learning the Hail Holy Queen 
prayer and the Apostles Creed. We also 

made Saint posters. We worked on it with a partner.  
We looked up facts about our saint using saint cards, 
in books, and on the internet. 
 
Also, for Thanksgiving, we wrote 
about someone for whom we are 
thankful.  We will give that person 
the writing as a way to say “thank 
you”, at Thanksgiving. 
 
Along with 4B, we also participated in the service 
project for the group of Military Police stationed in 
Iraq.  We made Christmas cards and donated bags of 
microwave popcorn to fill a goodie box that Miss T. 
will send out over Thanksgiving break to insure that 
they receive it for Christmas. 
 
We hope you liked our newsletter article.  We had fun 
writing it.  Enjoy reading the rest of this issue.  Happy 
Thanksgiving!! 
 
Written by:  Maura Ward, Gavin Shovlin, Briana Han-
sen, and Ellis Cannon Jr.; Edited by:  Miss T.; Typed 
by:  Matthew Kostandinu 
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Just a reminder for upper grades:  The important date 
to remember:  December 10th (project ideas are due) 
 
Students may work in groups of 2 or 3 if they choose, 
or they may complete a project independently.  Ideas 
can be drawn from the WebQuest Project ideas that 
accompany the new textbooks.  (You can search on-
line by going to the www.glencoe.com address: click 
on Pennsylvania, student, Mathematics.  All texts will 

be accessible and WebQuest ideas differ for each text.)  
Students may also try google:  Enter middle grade 
math projects and a variety of websites can be checked 
for ideas and procedures. 

Elks Hoop Shoot 
The annual basketball free throw contest, sponsored 
by the Braddock and Wilkins Elks, will take place 
on Dec. 5 in the St. Maurice School gym.  Registra-
tion is from 11:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. with the con-
test beginning at noon and finishing at 4:00 p.m.  
The contest is open to all boys and girls ages 8-13 
(based on age as of April 1, 2010). 
 

 
Thirty-six medals will be awarded in this free competi-
tion.  First place winners move on to the next round of 
competition, and national winners are entered into the 
basketball hall of fame. 
 
To pre-register, contact Debbie Raible at 412/823-
1357 or 412/298-7912 no later than Nov. 28, or fill out 
the registration form that was distributed to children in 
grades 2-8. 



November hints of ice and snow: 
Trees are bare, and cold winds blow. 
Windows are white with frosty lace, 
And people walk with quickened pace. 
Unknown 

 
February may be the shortest month according to the 
calendar, but to many teachers and librarians, Novem-
ber seems to be the shortest.  Each week brings some 
interruption — Veteran’s Day, parent-teacher confer-
ences, and Thanksgiving.  With so many interesting 
things to do in November, the month is almost too 
short! 
 
First Grade 
The first grade explored the Pueblo Indians 
by reading the Arrow to the Sun by Gerald 
McDermott.  This adaptation of a Pueblo 
Indian tale tells of a young boy who is actu-
ally the son of the Sun.  Since he has no 
earthly father, the other children tease him.  
When he is old enough, he goes in search of his father.  
An arrow maker shapes him into an arrow and sends 
him to the Sun.  There he has to prove his bravery by 
passing four tests.   Finally, he returns to his village 
with the power of the Sun.   The entire population 
celebrates his return with the Dance of Life.   This 
book received the Caldecott Award. 
 
In the story the boy had to go through something of 
which he was afraid to prove that he was brave.  Stu-
dents made stick puppets to retell the story. 
 
First grade continued their observation of Native 
American Month by reading Rainbow Crow by Nancy 
Van Laan.  This is a tale that comes from the Lenape 
tribe of the Eastern Woodland.  In this tale, fire was 

given to the animals that were here 
“long, long ago, before the Two-
legged walked the Earth…” It was 
the time of the earth’s big snowfall.  
At first the animals were not afraid, 
but as the snow continued, it began to 

cover up the smaller animals.  After some discussion, 
the animals decided to send Rainbow Crow to the 
Great Spirit for help.   Fortunately, Rainbow Crow 
was brave and made sacrifices, and thus the animals of 
the earth were saved.    
 
First grade also continued their journey of finding 
parts of a book.  New this month we began discussion 

on a book’s birthday, the copyright. 
 
Second Grade 
Second grade spent the month going on a Book Scav-
enger Hunt.  The objective of the scavenger hunt was 
to find as many book parts as possible.  Each team 
member could only complete one part per book, which 
meant the whole team had to collaborate in identifying 
and listing all the book parts.   They had to find the 
remaining parts by finding the books on the list. 
 
Second grade read The Legend of the Bluebonnet in 
Reader’s Theatre style.   The Legend of the Bluebon-
net was retold by Tomie dePaola.   This Comanche 
legend from the Texas region de-
scribes a tribe that has been experi-
encing a drought for a long time.  The 
Great Spirit had told the Shaman that 
the tribe’s most precious possession 
must be sacrificed in order to bring 
rain.  A young girl named She-Who-
Is-Alone knows that sacrificing her doll will save the 
tribe.   This doll is all that she has left of her parents 
and her ancestors.  Unselfishly, she allows the doll to 
be sacrificed.  The life-giving rains then came, leaving 
a field of bluebonnets in memory of her offering. 
 
Third Grade 
Genre was the new word for the third graders this 
month in the library.  We reviewed many different 
types of genre but took an in-depth look at Historical 
Fiction by reading Sara Morton’s Day.    Detailed 
studies of the Table of Contents and Index were also 
accomplished.   At the end of the month, we began an-
other Historical Fiction book with the class choosing 
to read the American book Kristen’s Surprise. 
 
Fourth Grade 
Fourth continued to become familiar with the Dewey 
Decimal System of Classification.  We read an article 
Getting to Know the Library and completed all the ex-
ercises that went with the article.  We then divided 
into 10 groups.  Each group was assigned a main class.  
They had to complete a sheet, which helped them dis-
cover all the different types of books in each section.  
Each group has to report back to the class what they 
discovered. 
 
We continued reading A Hundred Dresses, which ex-
amines how a girl is often teased. 
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Fifth Grade 
November found 5th grade understanding and practic-
ing how to outline.   They had a packet of sheets that 
we reviewed step by step on how to prepare an outline.   
We read and discussed chapters on outlining from the 
book  In Research by Sharon Sovenson. 
 
We continued reading the book  Number the Stars, 
which recounts some stories of a Jewish girl during 
WW ll. 
 
Sixth Grade 
Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations A Collection of Pas-
sages was the subject worked on by the sixth grade.  
They learned how to use Bartlett’s and practiced how 
to use it by completing some worksheets.   We played 
a game called  “100 Quotes” to reinforce their knowl-
edge of quotes. 
 
The Winner is………………… 
The winner of the Halloween Contest “Which Witch is 
Which” was Michael Halahurich in Room 209. Con-
gratulations Michael. 
 
The November Contest  “A Crossword Puzzle” winner 
will announced on Wednesday November 25, 2009. 
 
Arts and Crafts Corner 
Norman Rockwell illustrations of Thanksgiving were 
on exhibit in the Arts and Crafts corner.   The craft this 
month featured activities for Veterans Day and 
Thanksgiving.  
 
Going Bananas Over Books 
The banana race is on between the 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd grade for the greatest number of 
books read.  Each week the Going Bananas 
Over Books Page is returned, and all information is 
recorded on each of the students’ monkeys by writing 

their name and the title of the book they read.  In the 
lead is Room 204 having read 79 books.  So far stu-
dents in these three grades have read 214 books. Let’s 
keep going bananas for books. 
 
Student Recommendation Board 
The students’ book recommendation board is filling up 
with their recommended books.   Check out the board 
when you don’t know what book to choose. 
 
November Nonfiction Corner 
Research questions for November included: 

1.   Who proclaimed the first national Thanksgiv-
ing Day in the United States? 

2.   Canada also has a Thanksgiving Day.  When 
is it? 

3.   Oklahoma was admitted to the Union in No-
vember.  On what date did it become a state? 

 
New Books 
Some titles of new books in the library are: Obama, 39 
Clues, Magic Treehouse Thanksgiving, Coyotes, 
Nancy Drew and much more. 
 
Mary Jo Lesiankowski, Chris Fulciniti and June Klein 
have been volunteering in the library on Wednesdays.   
We still can use some more volunteers.  If you would 
like to enjoy this wonderful experience, please send in 
a note to be forwarded to the library.   Our volunteers 
are treasures, and we are very thankful for their dedi-
cation. 
 
Special thanks to Reanne Fertitta and Chris Fulciniti 
for making the Book Fair a success.  Thank you to 
everyone who participated.  See you again at the 
Spring Book Fair. 
 
       HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
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The Western PA Writing Project and the Pittsburgh 
Cultural Trust are sponsoring a Young Writers Insti-
tute for children in grades 4-12 who enjoy writing in a 
creative environment.  It will be held on six Saturdays, 
from January 30 through March 6, 2010.  Grades 4-8 
meet from 10:00 a.m. through 1:00 p.m. at the Pitts-
burgh Cultural Trust Building at 803 liberty Ave.  
Cost of this program is $250, and scholarships are 

available. 
 
If you want more information, please visit the Young 
Writers Institute at http://www.
pawritingproject.org/forstudents.
htm or call the Western PA Writing 
Project at 412/624-6557 or 
wpwp@pitt.edu. 
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The Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science (PJAS) 
is sponsored by the Pennsylvania Academy of Science, 
as an affiliate of the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science.   
 
Student Participation: Students from Grades 7 and 8 
are encouraged in class by Mr. Lamanti to participate 
in the PJAS program by following the scientific 
method to select a research category and title and to 
use the scientific method to conduct the experiment.  
The students then prepare a written report and give an 
oral presentation, including transparencies, to present 
their results to their peers and profession-
als in the field. 
 
This year’s St. Maurice participants are:  
 

Seventh grade—Michael Aronckes (Chemistry); Al-
exandra Astle (Physics); Christian Waldron (Botany). 
 
Eighth grade: Michelina Astle (Chemistry); Hanna 
Berry (Chemistry); Anthony Donatelli (Chemistry);  
Sandra Dulac (Computer Science); Nicholas Fisher 
(Physics); Megan Marmol (Chemistry); Morgan Mur-
phy (Chemistry); Claire Ozolek (Physics); Laura 
Valenti (Chemistry); Amanda Vogel (Biology) 
 
The PJAS participants will compete on the first Satur-
day in February.  The competition is held at Keystone 
Oaks High School.  All first place winners will be eli-
gible for the State Competition in May held at Penn 
State University. 
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The students in grades 4, 6 and 7 pre-
sented a series of Power Point composi-
tions advertising the St. Maurice Parish 
Journey to Christmas on Sunday, Nov. 
15, 2009 in Centurion Hall after all 
Sunday masses for Donut Sunday.  The 

parish had an opportunity to see what the students can 
do and be informed of upcoming events.  The response 
was heart-warming.  Students in grade 5 are preparing 
newsletters to be inserted into the bulletin advertising 
this parish event.  Good job students! 
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The Christmas season is here, and the students at St. 
Maurice have been rehearsing holiday music for over a 
month! The 5-8th grade choral concert will be held on 
Thursday, December 3rd in the church at 7:00 pm. 
Students are to wear solid white on top, and solid black 

on the bottom with dark shoes. Boys 
are to wear a necktie of their choice, 
and girls are to wear nude pantyhose if 
they wear a skirt. Students should re-
port to the cafeteria by 6:45 pm. Please 
do not bring anything of value (I Pod, 

money, purse). 
 
I am looking forward to a wonderful evening of scrip-
ture and songs. The children have taught me what this 
season is truly about. I hope that you will join us. 
 
The K-4 Christmas concert will be held on Wednes-
day, December 16th at 7:00pm in Centurion Hall. Get 
ready for a fun filled evening with laughter and jingle 
bells!  Students may wear blue jeans, tennis shoes, and a 

holiday sweater or sweatshirt. 
 

The Fourth Grade recorders will perform at 
the USX tower Crèche on Saturday, Decem-
ber 12th at 1:00 p.m. They have been working 
very hard to learn their Christmas songs, and I 
am very proud of them. Some of the selections 
will include: “Jolly Old St. Nicholas”, “Jingle 
Bells”, and “We Three Kings”. Come on out 
and support St. Maurice!  

 
The Mini Musical “An Evening of Storytelling” will 
take place on Friday, January 29th at 7:00 p.m. in 
Centurion Hall. Auditions were held on 
Thursday and Friday November 19-20.  
“Aesop’s Frogs”, “Once On This Island” 
and “The Myth of Arachne” will be a de-
lightful way to spend a cold winter eve-
ning. This is St. Maurice’s first musical!  
 
Have a blessed holiday!  
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Hannah Fetter competed in her first Feis 
(Irish Step Dance competition) on Saturday, 
October 30, 2009 at the Hyatt Pittsburgh.  
She successfully danced her way to three 
medals for her three dances.  She took 1st 
place in Reel; 1st place in Light Jig; and 2nd 
place in Slip Jig.  Great work Hannah! 
 
Band 
Our Band Director, Mr. Ricchiutto, has announced that 
2 of our band members have auditioned for our Dioce-
san district honors band and were accepted.  Jacob 

Burke was selected as first chair in 
trombone and Maria Brucker  was 
named first chair in clarinet. 
 
Congratulations to these two fine mu-

sicians.  We are proud of you! 
 
Fire Prevention Poster Contest 
Second grader, Josh Hillen, was awarded first 
place in the annual Fire Prevention Poster 
Contest sponsored by the Allegheny County 
Volunteer Fire Fighters Association.  Josh re-
ceived his award on Saturday, Nov. 21.  He 
received a plaque and a bike.  Great Job, Josh! 
 
Cross Country 
Adam Parrish took third place in a Regional 
Cross Country meet held in New Jersey. Asso-
ciations from New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 

New York participated.  Adam will compete at the Na-
tional meet in Reno, NV in December.  Great Job 
Adam and Good Luck in Reno.!   
 
Forensic Team 
 
The St. Maurice Public Speaking team is 
off to a great start by placing third in a 
tournament held at Our Lady of Fatima 
School in Hopewell in November.  Our 
team was 1 point from a 2nd and 5 points 
from first place.  Many teams, including 
ours, felt the effects of the flu on the 
number of students participating.  Congratulations go 
to the following:  
Poetry – Marley Shovlin, Julia Biertempfel, Emily 
Arbutina; Drama – Miranda Johnston, Laura Valenti, 
Nina Scolieri and Malle Winters; Prose – Amanda 
Vogel, Danielle Clark, Clare Duffus and Mia Sapi-
enza; Impromptu  – Max Begler and Patrick Fergu-
son. 
 
Their coach, Mrs. Killmeyer, is proud of them all.  
One judge in particular approached Mrs. Killmeyer 
after the tournament to tell her that in all his years of 
judging, he had never been so moved by a student’s 
presentation.  Fortunately, he wrote this in his judge’s 
remarks.  We do have great speakers on this team.  
Good Work!!! 
 
The next tournament is at St. Maurice in January 2010. 
 

Upcoming Dates of Importance 
 
January 4        Return to school 
January 16      Forensics Meet at St. 
Maurice 
January 31      Catholic Schools Week begins 
February 9      2nd grade parent meeting 

February 23    8th grade parent meeting for 
                       Confirmation 
March 9          First Reconciliation 
March 12        8th grade Confirmation Retreat 
May 2             First Communion—noon  
 

Open House/Walking Tours 
 
Walking tours for prospective students for the school 
year 2010-2011 will be scheduled for 10:00 
a.m. (except where noted) on the following 
dates.   
 
 

Dec. 3 and 17    Feb. 4 and 18 
Jan. 7                Mar. 11 
                         Mar. 24 (at 7 p.m.) 
Catholic Schools Weeks Open House 
Sunday, Jan. 31, 2010—after the 12:00 Mass. 
 
Please RSVP so we can plan ahead for how many will 
be coming. 
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ATHLETIC COUNCIL  
 
Thanks to all of the members of the Athletic Council 
and the various coaches who helped with a very suc-
cessful Steeler Extravaganza. 
 
The final results are not yet completed but all money 
raised will be used to fund our various sports programs 
here at St. Maurice.  Thanks to all who purchased tickets 
and attended the event. 
 
We also want to thank the members of the Athletic 
Council for sponsoring another open gym night for the 
kindergarten and first grade students.  All who attended 
had a great time. 
 
GOLDEN APPLE AWARD 
 
Each year the Diocese recognizes teachers 
who excel in their field.  These teachers are 
ones who have made a difference in the lives 
of their students not only academically but 
also spiritually. 
 
To be eligible a teacher must have been at St. Maurice 
School for at least five years, be teaching full time and 
never have won before. 
 
The following teachers are past winners:  Mr. Lamanti, 
Mrs. McDaniel, Mrs. Thompson and Mrs. Zitelli.   
Letters of nomination should be sent to Sister Judith by 
December 15. 
 
REMINDERS 

              
If your child is absent please remember 
to call the school before 8:30 a.m.  If 
you wish to pick up homework for 
your child you must request it by 8:00 
a.m. so that the teachers can assign 
someone to gather it for your child.  
Many of the teachers do not return to 

their mailboxes until lunch time and then half of the day 
is gone. 
 
If you wish to talk to a teacher please make an appoint-
ment.  It is very difficult when a parent “drops in” on a 
teacher “for just a few minutes”.  The teacher is usually 
busy with the rest of the students. 
 
 

Shop ‘n Save Assemblies 
 
Thanks to Sharon Parrish who collects, counts and bun-
dles the Shop ‘n Save receipts that are used for free as-
semblies for the students. 
 
The Pittsburgh Zoo visited us in November and brought 
a few animals with them.  In January we will have a 
visit from the Carnegie Museum.  Students in grades K-
5 will attend an assembly entitled, Mysteries, Tales, and 
Truths.  The students will travel from China to South 
America and points in between, exploring how science 
and imagination weave together to create our under-
standing of the natural world. 
 
Tropical Rainforest will be the topic for the assembly 
for grades 6-8.  The students will be transported to the 
Ecuadorian rainforest and will learn some geography, 
ecology, biodiversity of a tropical rainforest and the im-
portance of its conservation. 
 
PTG EVENTS 
The PTG has been very busy for the beginning of the 
school year.  Thanks to Grace Wilson, Kate Halahurich, 
Erin Cella, Kathy Begler, Dawn Reitter and Chris Ful-
ciniti who were in charge of the various fundraisers that 
were held. 
 
The students and families had a great time at the Hal-
loween Dance and I’m sure the students will enjoy 
shopping at Santa’s Workshop. 
 
NO ROOM AT THE INN 
The Respect Life Committee of the Parish will again 
have the display of Nativity sets in the Parish Center the 
weekend of December 5 – 6.  This is the Journey to 
Christmas weekend and we hope that many of you will 
visit this beautiful display as a family. 
 
We will also be taking the students to visit the display 
during school on Monday, January 7.  There will be a 
free will offering that will be donated to Operation 
Safety Net to help the homeless of Pittsburgh.  Remem-
ber that Mary and Joseph were homeless 
and had to seek shelter for the birth of 
Jesus.  So please encourage your child to 
bring in a dollar to give to the homeless.  
But have your child earn the money in 
some way so that it is truly their dona-
tion and not yours.  This will also help your child fill 
their bucket of kindness. 
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Looking for Alumni—60th Anniver-
sary Celebration in March 
 
Are you an Alumni?  Are you married to an 
alumni?  Do you know the whereabouts or cur-
rent addresses of a relative/friend or anyone 
who attended St. Maurice? 
 
We are trying to put together an updated list of 
our graduates so that we can invite them to 
celebrate with us.  If you have this information, 
please fill out an alumni profile for yourself or 
your friend/relative.  These sheets  are available 
in the school office or the back of the church. 
 
Please help us make this a truly wonderful cele-
bration of our 60-year history and all those who 
helped make our school and church family 
what it is today!  More information about the 
Gala will be forthcoming. 

School Belles, one of our school uniform 
suppliers, is having its Annual Winter 
Sale beginning 11/15/09 through 
1/13/10.  They are offering deep dis-
counts of 25%-50% off regular retail 
price on selected items.  If you want to 
take advantage of this sale to update your child’s 
school clothes, you can order on-line at www.
schoolbelles.com or phone orders at 888/637-3037. 
 
Remember the changes to the dress code: 
All shirts/blouses must be tucked into slacks, shorts, 
or skirts. 
¨ Students in grades 4 – 8 must wear belts if the 

slacks have belt loops. 
¨ Jumpers, skirts and shorts can be no more than 

2 inches above the knee. 
¨ Boys in grades 1-8 must wear ties to any 

masses where the entire school is in attendance. 
¨ Girls, with the exception of 8th graders, are to 

wear the school plaid jumpers or skirts.  There 
are no exceptions. 


