
Will March  come 
in like a lamb or a 
lion?  I’m hoping it 
comes in like a 
lamb.  We have 

had enough of this cold weather and 
snow.    
 
Have you been able to spend some 
extra time in prayer during the first 
days of Lent?  Have you been able 
to do some “fasting” or good 

works?  If not, it is not too late to 
start.  Don’t forget to look at the 
forty questions that were included in 
last month’s newsletter. 
 
In the meantime, let’s pray for all of 
those who are suffering because of 
the cold and snowy 
weather that we have 
been experiencing. 
 
Have a happy March.      
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Upcoming Events 

Thanks to all who 
helped to make 
Catholic Schools 
Week a success.  
The students en-
joyed themselves as 
they participated in service and 
learning projects in the school. 
 
The Mass and Open House were 
well attended.  The food at the Open 
House was delicious and plentiful. 
 
We are grateful to Father Kunkle 
from St. Colman Church, Father Joe 
Mele,  Vice-rector at St. Paul Semi-
nary, Father Matt Cirilli , a retired 
priest who spent some time in Chim-
bote, Peru and Father John & Fa-
ther Jeff for their vocation talks to 
the students. 
 
Our second annual New for you Sale 

was successful thanks to Mrs. Zitelli  
and the 7th and 8th grade students 
who set it up and staffed it.  Thanks 
to everyone’s generosity we raised 
$549  for the Chimbote Missions. 
 
Our reading picnic was successful 
because of the planning of the fac-
ulty. 
 
The students enjoyed their ice cream 
treat on Thursday.  Thanks to all of 
the parents who helped to serve 
them. 
 
We helped to stock the Sisters of 
Mercy cupboard with 129 jars of 
peanut butter and 94 jars of jelly for 
the homeless.  The students also did 
service projects for various groups, 
including a pajama day to raise 
money for the Linus Project. 
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Mar. 5—5th gr. CVoL 
 
Mar. 6—60th Anniversary Gala 
 
Mar. 9—1st Reconciliation 
 
Mar. 12—8th gr. Confirmation 
retreat 
 
Mar. 20—Breakfast with the 
Easter Bunny 
 
Mar. 29-30—Conferences 
 
Mar. 31—No school;  Easter break 
begins 
 
April 5—Snow Make-up Day 
 
Apr. 12-23—Terra Nova Testing 
 
April 18—Athletic Banquet 
 
Apr. 20—Confirmation 
 
April 23—8th grade Photo 
 
Apr. 25—Fashion Show 
 
Apr. 30-May 1—Shakespeare play 
 
April 30—Jesus Day 
 
May 2—1st Eucharist 
 
May 3-7—Book Fair 
 
May 7—Muffins with Mom 
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February was a short busy month for us especially since 
we missed a bit of school due to the weather. It started 
out with Catholic Schools Week and all the activities 
for it. Everyone really liked the ice cream treat 
sponsored by our P. T. G.  Pajama day was fun 
and it helped raise more funds for our Project 
Linus blanket program. Of course the ground-
hog saw his shadow and it seems he may have 
been correct. Fr. John blessed our throats in 
honor of St. Blaise on his feast day. Hopefully we’ll 
have fewer sore throats in the weeks ahead.   
 
The weather prevented us from having our Valentine’s 
day party but everyone still got valentines to enjoy once 
back in school. The Chinese New Year began on Feb. 

15th and it’s the year of the tiger. 
The children learned about a few 
Chinese New Year traditions, such 
as the lion dance, receiving money 
in red envelopes and the use of fire-

crackers in neighborhoods like Chinatown. They also 
enjoyed  fortune cookies for a snack one day. We man-
aged to squeeze in a little history about famous past 
Presidents and our current President during this month. 
 
The class had a great time in the school gym jumping 
rope, playing Koosh-ball, hula hooping or trying ring 
toss as their bucket-filler reward early in the month. We 
are filling our class bucket once again.  
 
Ms. U stayed around a little longer so the children could 
spend more time learning her vowel sound and about 

the solar system with her. The solar system is amazing 
and after learning about constellations each student cre-
ated their own constellation and named it. At the end of 
her visit Ms. U gave each student a comet 
of their own to fly and we had a lot of fun 
flying them in school. One thing that 
never stands still is time and the children 
learned how to tell time using an analog 
and a digital clock by the hour and half-
hour this month.  Everyone is working 
hard at reading their Letter People Take-Home books 
and learning new words.   
 
The liturgical season of Lent began with Ash Wednes-
day. The children learned about this special day and the 
meaning/purpose of the ashes. During Lent each student 
will fill a plastic egg with items that represent our faith 
as they work to live their faith and be a bucket-filler for 
one another and Jesus.  This Lenten egg will come 
home before Easter. 
 
We had two Star Students this month; Jett Weiss and 
Erin Estocin. Jett is a big brother, likes 
Star Wars and action figures. Erin is a 
little sister, enjoys reading and being 
with her friends.  Erin and Sofia Porco 
also celebrated their birthdays during 
February. Moonbeam Moose liked being 
at Jett’s and Erin’s home. He is really getting to know 
the children. Moonbeam still has quite a few children to 
visit with before the year is over. 
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Thanks to all the students and staff who donated a dol-
lar and wore their pajamas during Catholic Schools 
week. The school community raised approximately 

$268. Since we still had some funds left 
from our previous fundraiser day I felt 
we could be bucket-fillers and give some 
of the money to Catholic Charities to 
help the people of Haiti. More blanket 
kits have been purchased and are being 
prepared for tying so we can continue to 
give them away to local organizations 

like the Forest Hills Police & Fire department and 
Mercy Hospital. I know that those who have received 
one of our blankets have been given a special hug and 
appreciate the warmth and comfort it provides. 

One of the very important ways that we pray during 
Lent is by praying the Stations of the Cross.  The stu-
dents in grades K-4 will go to the Church on Friday 
afternoon at 1:40 p.m. on Feb. 26, March 12 and 26.  
Students in grades 5-8 will go to Church at 1:00 p.m. 
every Friday during Lent. 
 
Please join us in this special prayer of the Church as 
we commemorate the Passion and 
Death of Jesus. 
 
The Parish has Stations of the Cross 
every Friday at 4:00 p.. 
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Old Man Winter has really kept us 
on our toes this month!  We’ve had 
more snow days than I can remem-
ber. The children enjoyed their ex-
tra break from school and had fun 
playing in the snow that was al-
most as tall as they were!  We’ve adjusted a few sched-
ules along the way, but managed to squeeze everything 
in. 
 
For such a short month, February has many holidays 
and celebrations for us.  We began the month learning 
about Groundhog’s Day.  The children predicted 
whether Phil would see his shadow or not.  As we all 
know Phil did see his shadow and with all the really 
snowy weather lately, I guess he was right. 
 
The children enjoyed all the special activities during 
Catholic Schools Week.  Their favorite moments were 
reading with their 4th grade buddies and the ice cream 
sundaes! 
 
 We met Ms. U who has an Unusual Umbrella.  Ms. U 
likes to go up, up, up with her umbrella.  She taught 
the children many new things about outer space. We 

learned about all the planets (and 
why Pluto is no longer consid-
ered one) and made books about 
them.  We learned about the as-
tronauts and why they wear 
space boots.  We wrote a class-

room book titled- If I Could Go Up, Up I’d… and the 
children picked anywhere they would go if they could 
fly. Most of the children chose to go to outer space and 
visit the many planets we’ve learned so much about!  
With Letterlight U’s help we also learned many new 
words to sound out and read.  We learned that comets 
are made of cosmic snow, dust and ice and when they 
are traveling towards the sun, they give off a gas, 
which makes their ‘tails’ grow longer.  We made our 
own pretend comets and had a lot of fun making them 
fly through the air.  The children enjoyed playing their 
Eggbert game and showing off everything they’ve 
learned about planets and the solar system. 
 
This month, we celebrated our 100th Day 
of School! We had a Show and Tell with 
our 100 collections and then used them 
to count to 100 by 10’s. During math 
class, we used scales to weigh our col-
lections and compare whose collections 
were heavier and lighter than the others. 

It’s hard to believe that we’ve been in school 100 days.  
The children are a wonderful class and the time has 

quickly flown by! 
 
Ms. V arrived next and showed the chil-
dren her Vegetable Vest.  She loves vege-
tables and talked about why they are so 
good to eat (they have many vitamins).  

We learned where different vegetables grow and that 
sometimes we eat the tops, or middles, or bottoms of 
them. Since it is Lent, we brought in canned vegetables 
to donate to our parish food pantry.  We made our own 
vests and decorated them with vegetables.  We 
watched Ms. V’s favorite movie from the Veggietales 
and got to snack on vegetables. Ms. V shared a story 
about her vacations and enjoyed hearing all about ours.  
Mrs. Thompson taught us how Venice is special be-
cause they use boats instead of cars. We got to see 
many pictures from her trip a few years ago.  
 
We learned why George Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln are so important to our history. We also 
learned a little about Black history this month.  Ruby 
Bridges was a very brave girl and helped change the 
world when she was very young. Rosa Parks also stood 
up for herself and blacks everywhere.  We also read 
stories about slavery and the Underground Railroad. 
 
In Religion, we enjoyed our special 
visits from Father John and Father Jeff 
where we had the chance to learn a lit-
tle bit more about them and the work 
they do as priests.  We have been 
learning about Jesus’ job to spread the 
good news and teach others about God.  
Jesus performed many miracles helping 
the sick, crippled and blind.  We can be like Jesus 
when we care for others.  On Fat Tuesday, we learned 
about Mardi Gras celebrations and enjoyed a Kings 
Cake.  One lucky person found a baby in their piece, 
which symbolizes Baby Jesus.  That person has good 
luck for the year to come.  We learned about Ash 
Wednesday and many of the children got ashes for the 
first time. This year for Lent we are using our Lenten 
Eggs.  Each week we add a symbol of a Bible story we 
have read to help us learn more about God.   
 

Harry and Jack Parr were our Star Stu-
dents this month and we enjoyed learning 
a little more about both of them and hear-
ing about more of Honey’s adventures. 
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The children in Mrs. Bolsinger’s first grade have been 
filling the month of February with some very exciting 
and fun events.  In first grade we have been very busy 
with our everyday subjects as well as fitting in some 
special days!   
 
In Reading, the children are quickly coming to the end 
of yet another unit.. The children’s reading abilities 
have improved greatly and Mrs. Bolsinger loves that 
the children are reading everything that they see!  Keep 
up the great work!  The children have worked hard to 
master many skills such as short vowels and blends!  
We learned two fun songs to help us remember the 
rules of blends and soft “c” and “g.”  You should ask 
us to sing a song, it may help you remember when to 
us a “c” or “s” or even “g” or “j” in a word.  We love 
to sing!   
 
In Science, the children have been ex-
ploring solids, liquids and gases.  The 
children have completed several ex-
periments such as which kind of soap, 
dish or hand, produces the best bubble.  
Take a guess and ask your child, you 
may be surprised!  The children will be 

beginning a new chapter in the upcoming weeks, 
which will examine sound, heat, and light.  Stay tuned 
for another science experiment update. 
 
Although the groundhog saw his shadow 
which is bringing us more winter and 
gloom, the children were far from 
gloomy on Groundhog Day.  We enjoyed 
many groundhog stories, made ground-
hog headbands and even predicted if the groundhog 
would see his shadow or not.  The children had a grand 
time making their own groundhog that would hide in 
his hole and then pop out to predict the weather.   
 
We are all 100 days smarter in first grade.  The chil-
dren celebrated their 100th day of school this month.  
The day was filled with seeing 100 everywhere.  We 
began our day with making 100-day glasses, which 
would help us find 100 in other places.  The children 
raced to put together a 100 piece 
puzzle, sang Happy 100th Day of 
School to us, enjoyed a treat, wrote 
about having 100 dollars, and 
hunted for 100 hidden Hershey 
Kisses!   
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February was a short, but busy month.  The month 
kicked off with Catholic School’s week.  The students 
in 1B enjoyed all of the special events and days.  Our 
favorite part had to be pajama day!  We 
also celebrated Valentine’s Day.  Even 
though it was a bit late the children still 
were able to share their Valentines and 
admire each other’s mailboxes.  We cele-
brated the 100th day on February 15th.  
Each child brought in 100 items and explained how 
they found them and counted them.  Among the 100 
items were Cheerios, noodles, and beads.   We also 
imagined and wrote about what we would do with 
$100.  Among the items we would buy were 14 
Webkinz, a camera, and a turtle!  Throughout the day 
we did 100 exercises and created a list of 100 things 
we were thankful for.  The 100th thing we were thank-
ful for was friendship. 

 
February was also Dental Health Month.  
We spent some time learning about our 
teeth and how to care for them.   
In Reading, we will soon begin unit 4 

where the stories will be getting more interesting.  We 
will also focus on long vowels, present and past tense, 
and consonant blends.  We will continue to work on 
the concepts such as main idea, predicting, and using 
context clues.  Miss Harbay has really seen the chil-
dren learn and grow since the beginning of the year.  
Everyone’s reading skills have 
improved.  In Math class, we are 
learning about shapes as plane 
and solid figures.  This will lead 
us into learning about fractions.  
Please continue to practice your 
addition and subtraction facts. 
 
In Social Studies class, we are completing our unit on 
communities.  The children did a good job on their 
community helper puppets.  There were many differ-
ent jobs represented including a police officer, singer, 
hockey player, and Petco worker.  Our next unit will 
focus on the Earth and its resources.  We will begin 
March wondering if it will enter as a lion or lamb?  
We will be reflecting for Lent, preparing for Easter, 
and celebrating St. Patrick’s Day.   
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The students in Room 204 had a fantastic time at all of 
our activities during Catholic Schools Week.  Some of 
our favorites were the ice cream social 
and the “read-in” with our 8th grade bud-
dies!  It was great getting to share our 
favorite stories and spending time with 
our buddies.   
 
The students enjoyed our visit from Father Kunkle and 
had plenty of questions to ask him about the priest-
hood.  He also shared some advice for the students 
about their upcoming Sacraments.  
 
In Religion, the second grade is eagerly preparing for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  We have been prac-
ticing hard to memorize and understand our Act of 
Contrition.  The students have been discussing proper 
decision-making and how we feel sorry when we com-
mit a sin.  We will continue our preparation for this 
important Sacrament throughout the month! 
 

The second grade has stumbled upon 
several new scientists and archeologists!  
Both classes have been using their 
senses and clues to recreate dinosaur 
skeletons.  Using visuals, the students 

had to put several bones together to create a dinosaur.  
Then, they had to determine what dinosaur they found!  
It was a lot of fun! 
 
The students also just completed day one 
of our vegetable seed germination.  We are 
germinating six different vegetable seeds.  
We are going to watch them grow 
throughout the next few weeks and journal 
any changes in our Science journals.  We are ex-
tremely eager to see what will happen with each seed!  
 
In Language Arts, the students are exploring new con-
cepts, such as cause and effect, in short stories and in 
real life.  We have also begun a new procedure on de-
fining vocabulary words.  Each group is responsible 
for teaching the rest of the class their assigned word.  
The students can do this using a dictionary, vocabulary 
word cards, sentences, pictures, and dry erase boards.  
We really enjoy learning vocabulary when everyone 
gets involved!   
 
Upcoming Events: **Dr. Seuss Day-March 2nd  **First 
Reconciliation-March 9th,   **2 nd Grade Mass-March 
15th 

February is turning into yet another busy month in 
Room 206! The third quarter is well on its way, and 
there are many things to look forward to in second 
grade in the upcoming weeks. 

 
Catholic Schools Week was a success! Students really 
enjoyed hearing about vocations from Father Kunkle, 
reading with their eighth grade buddies and the picnic 
on Nation Day, the Volunteers’ Service and of course 
the ice cream social. In Religion the second graders 
continue to prepare in these last weeks before making 
their Reconciliation. We continue to learn about the 
sacrament, sinning, examining our consciences and 
practicing the Act of Contrition. During this time of 
Lent, second graders understand it’s a good time to try 
their best for God and change for the bet-
ter. Soon there will also be a tour of the 
reconciliation rooms so students will be 
prepared on the night of March 9th.  

 
In Math, second grade has just finished the challeng-

ing chapter of mental math and are now beginning ad-
dition with regrouping.  

 
In Language Arts, students began Unit three, which 
entails some chapter stories, as our readers become 
more challenging. Also, there will now be study 
guides to go along with the stories to help students 
with the amount of information. Second grade also fin-
ished their first book reports using the Caldecott 
Medal Books. Miss Cantrell is anxious to hear stu-
dents’ presentations on their books and posters. 

 
The star students this past month were 
Lizzie Fite and Marty Duffus. Students 
are continuing to journal about their ad-
ventures with Zach, our mascot. Thanks, 
too, for all the parents who have come in and made 
star student so exciting!  Students enjoyed the play 
performed by the upper grades and look forward to 
many more events that our coming up within the next 
month!  
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4B Language Arts 
 
**Note-due to the week off because of the snow, Miss 
T. wrote this issue’s article.  The children will resume 
writing the articles in the next issue. 
 
During the month of January, the children continue to 
expand their horizons in Reading and English.  Enjoy 
reading what new and exciting lessons the students con-
quered.  They love to learn!! 
 
Reading 
 
Since returning from the holidays, the students left the 
regular reader and are now beginning 
the task of reading the novel Zeely writ-
ten by Virginia Hamilton .  This story 
is about a young African-American girl 
and her younger brother who visit their 
uncle on his farm for the summer.  Once 
they arrive, Elizabeth embarks on learn-
ing about a mysterious woman she en-
counters (who lives on a nearby farm with her father).  
She is determined to learn as much as possible about 
this enchanting individual.  Read the future newsletter 
articles to see if Elizabeth accomplishes her mission. 
 

Also, to celebrate Presidents’ Day, the children read a 
biography about a President or First Lady.  They com-
pleted a web response poster on their chosen individual.  
This poster was a unique way to share the person’s life 
story for all to enjoy.  Please feel free to stop and read 
them in the bottom hallway by Miss T.’s room. 
 
English 
 
Now that the students have learned about nouns, the 
next step was to begin learning about verbs.  Unit 5 dis-
cussed a variety of concepts about verbs: verb tenses-
present, past, and future, irregular verbs (verbs that 
don’t end in the suffix –ed in the past tense), and sub-
ject/verb agreement in sentences.  Also, a review of 
comma usage was covered. 
 
To further enhance their creative writing and grammar 
skills, the students are now beginning to write journal 

entries on select topics.  The first topic 
was to write about the best vacation he/
she ever experienced.  From a trip to the 
beach or a week in Walt Disney World, 
the children shared the fond memories of 
this unforgettable trip.  Job well done!! 

In Reading class, the students in 4A 
have started a new book, Zeely, by 
Virginia Hamilton.  Zeely is a story 
about an African-American girl and 
her brother who visit their uncle on a 
farm for the summer.   The students 
are enjoying their break from their 
reader and learning about children in 

a different culture.   
 
In honor of Presidents’ Day, the students read biogra-
phies on either a president or first lady and presented 
the information on a poster.  The children were able to 

share their reports with their classmates and teach each 
other about these important leaders of our country. 
 
In English class, the students have been learning about 
verb tenses, irregular verbs, and subject verb agree-
ment.   
 
In Math class, the 4A and 4B students continue to work 
on their weekly Math 4 Today worksheets and quizzes.  
Math 4 Today covers various skills and introduces and 
reinforces important 4th grade skills.  The students have 
also been working on multiplying larger numbers. 

 
         THINK  SPRING!!! 
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ALCOSAN Summer Science offers students in grades 
5-9 an exciting week of hands-on activities.  Each ses-

sion has been designed for spe-
cific grades based on PA stan-
dards for science and the environ-
ment.  Students currently in 
grades 5-9 are eligible to partici-
pate.  There are no fees associated 
with Summer Science and morn-
ing snacks and lunches will be 
provided daily.  Enrollment is 

limited so apply early!  Program hours are Monday 
thru Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
June 21-25—Biodiversity: (grades 5 and 6) 
July 12-16—Engineering (grades 7-8) 
July 26-30—Clean Water Technology + You = Pitts-
burgh’s Future (grade 9) 
 
 
 

**Note-due to the week off because of the snow, Miss 
T. wrote this issue’s article.  The children will resume 
writing the articles in the upcoming issues. 
 
Now that we are a full two months into this new year, 
the children are further expanding their learning in 
Language Arts and in their faith.  With only about 3 
months left of this school year, the 5th Graders are now 
being “looked at” as pre-Sixth Graders and with that 
comes even more in-depth learning.  Read to find out 
what new horizons they are conquering. 
 
Reading 
 
Once we finished reading The Marble Champ, the 
marble tournament was held on the last day of Catho-
lic Schools’ Week.  All the 
students were given the 
chance to compete and one 
winner was decided in each 
room.  In 5A, the winner was 
Bobby Gates and in 5B, the 
winner was JoMar Davis.  
The two boys played to determine the overall winner 
and it was JoMar Davis.  A big thanks to Adam Par-
rish and Avery Gisler who supplied the necessary 
equipment for this fun event! 
 
Now we have begun reading the novel Bridge to 
Terabithia  (Miss T. loves this story) written by 
Katherine Patterson.  The story centers around two 
children named Jesse and his new friend Leslie.  Each 
child makes a drastic, but important impact on each 
other’s life.  This story was made into a movie two 

summers ago, but the movie just touches upon what 
the written story is all about.  Once we finish reading 
the novel, we will watch both movie versions of the 
story (the first movie was produced by Wonderworks 
in the 1980’s).  
 
Finally, the children read books about famous African-
Americans to celebrate Black History Month .  The 
students presented their information in designed pam-
phlets that are on display on the wall across from Miss 
T.’s room.  As part of this book report, the children 
were taught how to write simple bibliographies, a skill 
that is needed in the upper grades. 
 
English 
 
The students began writing the rough draft of another 
style of writing, an expository writing.  An expository 
writing is a written set of directions on how to do 
something.  Once the children complete the good copy 
of his/her writing, they will share these directions with 
their classmates.  Also, to further enhance their crea-
tive writing and grammar skills, they are writing jour-
nal entries about a picture which has no words.  They 
are describing what they see and how they feel when 
they look at the picture.  The colored pictures were 
taken from The Pittsburgh Press over the past few 
months. 
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Spring is in the air when rehearsals begin for the 
annual Shakespearean Play.  This year students in 
grades 6 through 8 will perform the comedy "The Two 
Gentlemen of Verona". This happy tale introduces 
Valentine, the studious gentleman, and Proteus the 
gentleman in love with Julia, and then Silvia, and then 
Julia again. Servants Speed, Swift and Launce provide 
much of the comedy and a dog named Crab also adds 
to the fun. The play can be seen on Friday, April 30 
and Saturday, May 1st at 7:30 pm in Centurion 

Hall . Look for a special offer at the 60th Anniversary 
Gala.  Six front row seats for either night and a $5.00 
intermission coupon are slated for your bidding!  If 
you have not seen a St. Maurice Shakespearian 
production, make this year your first!  You won't be 
disappointed! 
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Mr. Lamanti proudly announced the St. Maurice 
School Science Fair winners for grades 6, 7 and 8.   
 
Grade 6 
1st place – Patrick Ferguson and Emily Arbutina 
2nd place – Anthony Clark and Mitchell Mroczkowski 
3rd place – Jordan Woodward and Lara Rose Jelley 
 
Grade 7 
1st place – Jordan Messineo and Alexandra Astle 
2nd place – Talia Orriola 
3rd place – Jimmy Murray 

Grade 8 
1st place – Michelina Astle Sandra Dulac, and Megan 
Marmol 
2nd place – Claire Halemba 
3rd place – Claire Ozolek, Hanna Berry, Laura Valenti 
and Amanda Vogel 
 
Congratulations to all the stu-
dents who did a wonderful job 
and learned so much during this 
process. 

Students from 5th- 8th grades have 
been dancing.  We have done the 
traditional Tango, and grand ball-
room waltzing.  Students from 
Kdg.-4th grades are learning all 
kinds of jump rope skills. 
 
Promoting physically active life-
styles for our children is more important than ever.  
Overweight children and adolescents are at risk for 
significant health problems both during their youth and 
as adults. 
 
We fight heart disease through exercise and diet.  The 
American Heart Association is our biggest supporter in 
that fight.   Jump Rope For Heart helps students be-
come involved in community service.   It teaches them 
how to keep their hearts and veins healthy and how im-

portant vigorous exercise is. 
 
After several cancellations, the Jump 
Rope Team from Mother of Sorrows 
will try to come and do an assembly 
for Kindergarten- 4th grades the last 
week of February.  Our Jump Rope 
For Heart Event is pushed back until 
March 2, 2010.  Coming home to all families with stu-
dents in Kindergarten - 4th are packets that explain the 
event and how to get donations for the American Heart 
Association.  A Parent Sign-up sheet and times their 
student(s) will be jumping on March 2nd is also in-
cluded.  Please come out and see how wonderful your 

children really are at jump roping.  It will be 
a fun filled event that is promoting heart 
health in the process.  

����	
������
��	
��������
����	 �



'��������+�����

��&��3�����	�������������

��
�
�����1�#����������� ��������������� ������������ � ��!�
&�4�����

Financial Aid forms are available in the school of-
fice.  If you need a form, please call us at 412/351-
5403.  These forms are due to be mailed into the Fi-
nancial Aid Service no later than March 15, 2010 
for the school year 2010-2011.  You are usually no-
tified directly sometime in June/July as to the dis-
bursement of funds. 
 
 
 

 
Open House/Walking Tours 
 
Walking tours for prospective students for the school 
year 2010-2011 are next scheduled for  Mar. 10 at 
10:00 a.m. and Mar. 24 at 7 p.m.  If you know someone 
who is interested in quality education, please let them 
know.  Please RSVP so we can plan ahead for how 
many will be coming.  If you already have a child 
attending St. Maurice, you can come in or send a 
note to the office requesting registration forms. 

The 3rd Annual Race For Grace, a 5K Run/Walk and 
1-Mile Fun Walk, is scheduled for Saturday, March 

20, 2010 at Norwin High School in North 
Huntingdon, PA.  The Race For Grace and 
it's beneficiary foundation, Reflections of 
Grace Foundation, Inc., are named in 
memory of Grace Ekis, the daughter of 
Tamara and Brian Ekis, former residents 
of Forest Hills.  Grace passed away on 
Valentines Day 2008, at the age of five, 

from a Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma (DIPG), a can-
cerous tumor of the brainstem for which there is no 
known cure and there have been no advances in treat-
ment options for more than thirty years.  Tamara and 
Brian formed the Foundation primarily to assist chil-
dren afflicted by DIPG and their families, as well as to 
raise funds to support research towards finding a cure 
someday.  The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit or-
ganization.   

In addition to the 5K Run/Walk and the 1-Mile Fun 
Walk, the event includes activities for the whole fam-
ily -- children's games/activities, silent and Chinese 
auctions, breakfast/lunch items for sale, a bake sale, a 
line dance in memory of Grace, hair donations, 
etc.  You are invited to register to participate in the 
day’s events, as a runner, walker or just to have fun 
while raising money for a great cause -- the Race starts 
at 9 am, but the day's events go from 7 am through 1 
pm.   
 
To register for the Race For Grace, or to read more in-
formation about the Foundation, visit the Foundation’s 
website at www.reflectionsofgrace.org.  You may also 
contact Tricia Mahlstedt, Race For Grace Sponsorship 
Committee Chair, to obtain a registration form or ask 
any questions at pmahlstedt@eckertseamans.com or  
412-496-1310. 

In October, the 4th and 5th grade Science students en-
tered the Westinghouse Electric Company Drawing 
Contest with the help of their Science teachers, Miss 
Breitkreutz  and Mrs. Koszka.  The contest started 
off with a presentation on nuclear science and tech-
nology given by Mr. Pietro Porco.  The students 
were then asked to put together a drawing based on 
what they learned from the presentation and this 
year’s topic, “Roddy Nuclear:  Cheap Energy through 
Tough Economic Times.”  The posters were then en-
tered into the local Westinghouse contest.   
 
In January, we were very excited to learn that 5th 

grader, Miranda Nese, was the local 
second place winner!  Miranda won 
some personal prizes and a plaque with a 
copy of her poster on it.  St. Maurice 
School won $250 to be used for science 
equipment since we sponsored the sec-
ond place winner.  During an assembly 
on January 26th, Mr. Porco returned to 
the school to present Miranda with her 
prizes.  Miranda’s poster is now moving on to the na-
tional contest along with the other top winners.  We 
are very proud and excited for Miranda and wish her 
luck in the national competition! 
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FEBRUARY IN THE LIBRARY! 
Groundhog’s Day – lots of snow! 
Valentine’s Day and winds that blow! 
Black History Month and Presidents Day. 
Snowy fun though skies are gray! 
Catholic Schools Week---lots of fun! 
February’s short but there’s lots to do! 
 
We always find lots to do in the library: 
 
1st Grade 
The Library Shelves and Fairytales were features this 
month.   We also discussed how to address an envelope 

so a mailperson knows how to deliver a let-
ter to the right place. Then we shared the 
book “The Jolly Postman.”  In a similar way 
librarians also act like a mailperson by get-
ting books to the right place.  Instead of an 
address, librarians use the Call Number on 
the spine label.  We know that the address of 

a house is on the front of the envelope it so the mailper-
son knows where to take the mail.  Likewise the call 
number needs to tell where it belongs so that the librar-
ian knows where to put the book.  To demonstrate this 
process we constructed a special mailbox in the library.  
The students become the mail carriers and deliver the 
mail that is in the mailbox.  They have letters with ad-
dresses on it and have to find the book address and de-
liver the book. 
 
Summary of The Jolly Postman or Other People’s Let-
ters.  The Jolly Postman comes one day with letters for 
the residents of a certain fairy tale countryside.  As the 
postman rides through the countryside, he delivers let-
ters, postcards, and catalogues to characters such as 
Red Riding Hood, B.B. Wolf, Esq., and Goldilocks.  
Each envelope holds a special surprise.  This started the 
journey of fairytales. We learned the recipe for what 
makes a fairytale a fairytale, as we read Jack and the 
Beanstalk, Cinderella and Little Red Riding Hood. 
 
2nd Grade 
Black History Month 
The second grade celebrated African American History 
month by becoming familiar with a collection of stories 
by African- American authors.  African –American 
History Month was established in 1926 as Negro His-
tory Week.  The commemoration took place in Febru-
ary because the birthdays of Frederick Douglas (1817 
or 1818) and Abraham Lincoln (February 12, 1809), 
both instrumental in the abolition of slavery, fall in 

February.  African-American History Month provides 
an opportunity to examine the contributions of African- 
Americans, to remind all Americans of their roots, and 
to promote mutual respect among races. 
 
One of the African-Americans we learned 
about was Harriet Tubman and the Under-
ground Railroad.  Harriet Tubman was a 
slave in Maryland until she was 30 years old, 
when she escaped along the Underground 
Railroad, a network of people who helped 
slaves escape to freedom.  Tubman joined the 
Underground Railroad as a “conductor” mak-
ing many dangerous trips south and helping 
free over 300 slaves.  She was never caught and never 
lost a passenger.  Harriet Tubman continued to help 
others by serving as a scout and nurse during the Civil 
War. She remained active in the women’s rights move-
ment, and built a home for elderly and needy African-
Americans. 
  
We read an interesting story about the Underground 
Railroad.   We made Character Cubes by writing about 
a favorite character in Follow the Drinking Gourd.  In 
making the cube students had to write the name of their 
favorite character, write 3 words to describe the charac-
ter’s personality, what they liked best about the charac-
ter, a description of what the character looks like and 
draw a picture of the character. 
 
We also learned the Secrets of the Underground Rail-
road. The students studied the secret words used to gain 
passage to the Underground Railroad such as passen-
gers, stations, conductors, and agents. 
 
3rd Grade 
The topic of the month is Biographies: 
There couldn’t be a better time to start biographies in 
the library than President’s Day, honoring the office of 
the president of the United State, as well as the birthday 
of two important presidents, George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln.  Third grade will learn how to locate 
and identify biographies and autobiographies.  We will 
read Abe Lincoln’s Hat by Martha Brenner.  They will 

make a Stovepipe Hat Biography.  What’s 
inside Lincoln’s hat?  His biography!  As 
postmaster of New Salem, Illinois Lincoln 
was known to put letters inside his tall, 
black hat so he would not misplace them.  
Students will write biographies of Lincoln 
and store them in a stovepipe hat. 
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Golden Apple Award 
 
Each year the Diocese recognizes teachers who excel in 
their field.  These teachers are ones who have made a 
difference in the lives of their students not only aca-
demically but also spiritually. 
 
This year our school nominee is Ms. 
Patricia Tartaglione, our fifth grade 
teacher. 
 
The winners will be announced in 
April.  Good Luck Ms T. and thank you for being the 
wonderful teacher that you are!  You touch our lives 
daily. 
 
 
 

St. John Fisher Pre-School 
St. John Fisher Preschool will hold their annual Open 
House and Registration on Friday, March 12, 2010 
from 7:00—8:30 p.m.  Mrs. “D”, Lynne Dominijanni 
would like to welcome and invite anyone interested in a 
good Catholic preschool to come visit them.  Check out 
the school at www.sjfpreschool-churchill.com. 
Available programs: 
Toddler Program: 2 sessions/week; T/Th 9:30-11:30 
a.m. (must be 2 by Sept. 1st). 
Three’s Program:  3 sessions/week; M/W/F 9:00-
11:30 a.m. (must be 3 by Sept. 1st) 
Four’s Program:  5 sessions a week; afternoons 
12:30—3:00 p.m. (must be 4 by Sept. 1st) 
All 3 and 4-year olds must be potty trained before en-
tering program).  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to call 412/241-4722 or visit at 33 Lewin Lane 
(Churchill).   

4th, 5th, 6th Grade 
Spelling Bee 
 
Once again the 4th, 5th, and 6th 
grade students will participate in 
the Catholic Schools Spelling Bee 
sponsored by Houghton Mifflin, Harcourt.  Classes 
are preparing for the St. Maurice Spelling Bee during 
library time.  The St. Maurice Spelling Bee winner 
will represent our school in the final bee at St. Paul’s 
Seminary on Wednesday May 10, 2010.    Students 
representing their schools will receive a certificate of 
participation and will compete for prizes:  First place 
winner will win a $100 Savings Bonds; Second place 
will win a $75 Savings Bond; and third place winner 
a $50 Saving Bond.  The first place winner’s school 
will receive a monetary grant of $1000 towards the 
purchase of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt material.    
 
Our students have received the spelling words that 
will be used with their classes.   We will have a spell-

off where five students from each of 4th, 5th and 6th 
grades will compete to be our St. Maurice representa-
tive.  In 2008 our school representative was Nina 
Scoleri and in 2009 it was Jimmy Murray.   
 
CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
Each month we have a contest on the topic that is be-
ing discussed that month.   The winners of November, 
December and January are as follows: 
 
November – Greta Parr (4th Grade) and 
Caleb Korff  (3rd Grade) 
December – Brain Trovato (1st Grade) and 
Tyler Goldinger (5th Grade)  
January – Jasmine Benni (1st Grade) 
Congratulations to each of them! 
 
Due to the weather and the many delays this month 
we will resume the Contest Corner in March. 

������������
Join our school in kicking off Census in Schools 
Week. Our students and faculty will be celebrating the 
coming 2010 Census with activities, games and 
school-wide events.  
 
The people in our school are working together to en-
sure that every child and household member in our 

community is counted in the 
2010 Census.  Census data are 
used to determine the distri-
bution of more than $400 bil-
lion in public funds, so an ac-
curate count of our commu-
nity is important.  So Stand Up and Be Counted!!! 
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60th Anniversary Gala - March 6th - Churchill 
Valley Country Club - Tickets are going 
FAST!!! 
  
Don't miss out on one of the best celebrations 
of the year.  This year St. Maurice will be 
celebrating it's 60th anniversary on March 
6th at Churchill Valley Country Club .  This 
event is replacing the MardiGras of the past 
with many different changes.  Bishop Zubik 
will be celebrating 5 pm mass at St. Maurice 
before the event.  Churchill Country Club will 
open at 6 pm with hors d'oeuvres served from 
6—7 pm.  A sit down dinner will be served 
promptly at 7 pm.  Fr. Keane will be honored 
as well as several distinguished parishioners.  

There will be a live auction 
with a Disney Trip, and 
tickets to a special 
SHOW—SURPRISE!!, 
and much more.  After din-
ner there will be gambling, 
bingo, silent and Chinese 
auctions, chances at 50/50 & music by both 
DJ Bill Markiewicz and the Cue Ball Band. 
Your tickets will also have a chance to win at 
the reverse raffle.    
  
Please come and join in the fun with St. Mau-
rice's school families, faculty, and parish 
families.    This event is one that you don't 
want to miss!!!! 


